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The T-box transcription factors T-bet and Eomesodermin (Eomes) have been well defined
as key drivers of immune cell development and cytolytic function. While the majority of
studies have defined the roles of these factors in the context of murine T-cells, recent
results have revealed that T-bet, and possibly Eomes, are expressed in other immune cell
subsets. To date, the expression patterns of these factors in subsets of human peripheral
blood mononuclear cells beyond T-cells remain relatively uncharacterized. In this study, we
used multiparametric flow cytometry to characterize T-bet and Eomes expression in major
human blood cell subsets, including total CD4+ and CD8+ T-cells, γδ T-cells, invariant NKT
cells, natural killer cells, B-cells, and dendritic cells. Our studies identified novel cell subsets that express T-bet and Eomes and raise implications for their possible functions in the
context of other human immune cell subsets besides their well-known roles in T-cells.
Keywords: T-box transcription factors, T-cells, NK cells, B-cells

INTRODUCTION
The transcription factors T-bet (T-box expressed in T-cells) and
Eomesodermin (Eomes) belong to the phylogenetically related
family of T-box transcription factors that share a sequencespecific T-box DNA-binding domain first identified in the murine
Brachyury gene (1). While members of this family are known to
play diverse roles in various developmental processes (2, 3), the
functions of T-bet and Eomes have been best described in the
context of the mouse immune system.
T-bet was originally defined as the master regulatory transcription factor involved in promoting TH 1 CD4+ T-cell development
while specifically inhibiting TH 2 and TH 17 lineage-defining programs in murine models (4–7). T-bet is known to modulate a
number of genes involved in T-cell mobilization (CXCR3), cell
signaling (IL12Rβ1), and cytolytic signaling molecules (IFNγ)
(8). Additionally, high levels of T-bet expression are closely associated with cytotoxic CD8+ T-cell effector differentiation and
function, including the upregulation of perforin and granzyme
B in antigen-specific cells (9–12). T-bet has been implicated in
sustaining memory subsets (13–16), however, T-bet levels decline
as cells become more memory-like (17).
Eomesodermin was originally identified in Xenopus (18), and
has since been found in many other vertebrates, where it plays
key roles in mesoderm formation and early gastrulation events
(18, 19). In the immune system, like T-bet, Eomes can positively
influence the expression of IFNγ in CD8+ T-cells (13, 20, 21).
In contrast to T-bet, Eomes expression increases as cells become
more memory-like (10, 14, 16, 17) and Eomes knockout mice
are deficient in long-term memory formation and fail to undergo
homeostatic renewal (14, 16, 22) highlighting its critical role for
memory differentiation.
Recently, evidence has emerged in mice that T-bet and Eomes
may function in the context of other cells of the immune system;
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however, few studies have described the expression of these factors
in human non-thymocyte immune cells. Additionally, few studies
have investigated the co-expression of these factors within different immune cell subsets. In this study, we sought to broadly
characterize the resting expression patterns of T-bet and Eomes
in the context of a number of immune cells from normal human
donors and to provide direct comparative data with identical optimal experimental conditions and cell sources to serve as a reference
for future studies on these transcription factors in human lymphocytes. Using multiparametric flow cytometry, our results reveal
some parallels between human and mouse models, however, we
find key differences in specific cell subsets suggesting the role of
these factors might not be identical in mouse and humans. Taken
together, these studies suggest roles for these factors, both independently and together, beyond their known functions in CD4+
and CD8+ T-cells.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
HUMAN CELLS

Donor peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMCs) were collected after written, informed consent from the University of
Pennsylvania’s Center for AIDS Research Human Immunology
Core (IRB #705906) in compliance with IRB guidelines. PBMCs
were cryopreserved in fetal bovine serum (FBS; Hyclone) containing 10% dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO; Fisher Scientific) and stored
at −140°C until further use.
FLOW CYTOMETRY ANALYSIS

Flow cytometry analysis was performed as previously described
(10) using PBMCs from at least eight normal donors. Where
appropriate, statistical analyses were performed using GraphPad Prism software (Version 5.0a). For these studies, nonparametric Wilcoxon matched paired t tests were used where
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Gaussian distribution is not assumed because we analyzed <25
subjects.
To identify CD4+ , CD8+ , and T-regulatory (Treg ) T-cells,
the following antibodies were used: α–CD3-BV570 (Biolegend),
α–CD4-PE Cy5.5 (Invitrogen), α–CD8-BV605 (Biolegend), α–
CD14/α–CD16/α–CD19-APC Cy7 (BD Bioscience), α–CCR7BV711 (Biolegend), α–CD45RO-PE Texas Red (Beckman Coulter), α–CD27-FITC (eBioscience), α–CD25-PE Cy5 (Invitrogen),
α–CD127-PE Cy7 (eBioscience), α–T-bet-PE (eBioscience), α–
Eomes-Alexa647 (eBioscience), and α–Foxp3 Alexa700 (eBioscience).
To identify natural killer (NK), invariant natural killer
(iNKT), and γδ T-cells, the following antibodies were used:
α–CD3-BV570 (Biolegend), α–CD4-PE Cy5.5 (Invitrogen), α–
CD8-BV605 (Biolegend), α–CD16-PE Cy5 (Biolegend), α–CD56Alexa700 (Biolegend), α–CD19-BV785 (Biolegend), α–CD45ROPE Texas Red (Beckman Coulter), α–γδ TCR-FITC (Biolegend),
α–Vα24Jα18-PE Cy7 (Biolegend), α–T-bet-PE (eBioscience), and
α–Eomes-eF660 (eBioscience).
To identify B-cell subsets, the following antibodies were used:
α–CD3-BV570 (Biolegend), α–CD14/α–CD16-APC Cy7 (BD Bioscience), α–CD19-BV785 (Biolegend), α–CD20-PE Texas Red
(BD Bioscience), α–IgD-Alexa700 (BD Bioscience), α–IgM-BV605
(Biolegend), α–CD38-BV421 (Biolegend), α–CD10-PE Cy5 (BD
Bioscience), α–CD21-PE Cy7 (Biolegend), α–CD27-BV650 (Biolegend), α–IgG1-Alexa488 (Invitrogen), α–T-bet-PE (eBioscience),
and α–Eomes-eF660 (eBioscience).
In addition to previously mentioned antibodies, the following were used to identify dendritic cell subsets: α–CD14-QD655
(Invitrogen), α–CD11c-FITC (BD Bioscience), α–HLADR-V450
(BC Bioscience), α–CD56-PE Texas Red (Invitrogen), and α–
CD123 PE Cy5 (Biolegend).

RESULTS
T-bethi AND EOMES EXPRESSION CORRELATES WITH TEM AND
EFFECTOR CD8+ T-CELLS

T-bet and Eomes in the human immune system

and Eomes expression within effector CD8+ T-cells from a normal human donor is shown in Figure 1A. As has been previously
reported (10, 23, 26), T-bet has a graded expression pattern including distinct T-bethi and T-betlo populations (Figure 1A, right
panel). Approximately 60% of total CD8 T-cells expressed T-bet
(Figure 1B). While less than 20% of naïve CD8+ T-cells were Tbet+ , significantly more TCM , TEM , and effector T-cells expressed
T-bet (Figure 1B, data not shown). As shown previously (10, 26),
the majority of T-bet+ cells within memory CD8+ T-cell populations were T-betlo ; however, as cells progress toward a more
terminally differentiated phenotype, the frequency of T-bethi cells
significantly increased (Figure 1C). Taken together, these data suggest that high levels of T-bet are likely crucial for function in
effector and some effector memory CD8+ T-cells, whereas T-bet
may play a less definitive role in naïve and TCM differentiation and
function.
We next investigated Eomes expression within memory CD8+
T-cell memory subsets. Less than half of total CD8+ T-cells
expressed Eomes (Figure 1D). Like T-bet, Eomes is expressed
most infrequently in naïve CD8+ T-cells. While the frequency
of Eomes+ TCM , TEM , and effector CD8+ T-cells increased significantly compared to naïve T-cells (data not shown), we found
no significant difference in the frequency of TCM T-bet+ cells
compared to TEM or effector cells. Additionally, there is more
Eomes per cell in memory CD8+ T-cells compared to naïve Tcells (when it is expressed) as measured by median fluorescence
intensity (MFI) analysis (Figure 1E). Taken together, these data
indicate that Eomes is expressed in the highest frequency in effector cells but, on average, these cells do not express more Eomes per
cell compared to other CD8+ T-cell memory subsets.
Because T-bet and Eomes likely have both redundant and
unique roles in CD8+ T-cells (20, 27), we next investigated
the co-expression of these factors in the CD8+ T-cell memory
populations (Figure 1F). Naïve cells were almost exclusively Tbet− Eomes− (Figure 1F, black bars). TCM CD8+ T-cells were
mainly T-betlo Eomes+/− , or T-bet− Eomes− (dark gray bars).
Like TCM , TEM T-cells were mainly T-betlo Eomes+/− ; however,
TEM had a significantly higher frequency of T-bethi Eomes+ compared to TCM . Further, effector CD8+ T-cells had the highest
frequency of T-bethi Eomes+ CD8+ T-cells. Interestingly, T-bethi
TEM and effector CD8+ T-cells were almost exclusively Eomes+
suggesting high levels of T-bet correlate with Eomes expression and these factors could be cooperating to promote critical
functions in these CD8+ T-cell subpopulations.

T-bet and Eomes have been extensively studied in murine CD8+
T-cells and are critical for effector function and long-term memory formation, respectively (13, 20, 23–25). Recently, we described
T-bet and/or Eomes in human CD8+ T-cell memory populations
using various combinations of the memory markers CD27, CCR7,
and CD45RO (9, 10, 26). While a fair amount is known about the
relationship between T-bet and Eomes and the individual memory
markers, the breakdown of their combined expression is not well
defined.
Based upon coordinate expression of CD27, CD45RO, and T-bet AND EOMES ASSOCIATE WITH TEM AND EFFECTOR CD4+ T-CELL
CCR7, we delineated peripheral blood CD8+ T-cells into six dif- POPULATIONS
ferent populations, including naïve (CCR7+ CD45RO− CD27+ ), Initial work in mouse CD4+ T-cells first defined T-bet as the
central memory (TCM , CCR7+ CD45RO+ CD27+ ), transitional master regulator of TH 1 development, with direct regulation of
memory (CCR7− CD45RO+ CD27+ ), effector memory (TEM , TH 1-specific genes such as IFNγ (4). Early reports demonstrated
CCR7− CD45RO+ CD27− ), intermediate (CCR7− CD45RO− CD27+ ),expression of T-bet also within human CD4+ T-cells, but the patand effector (CCR7− CD45RO− CD27− ) CD8+ T-cells using a terns of T-bet expression within CD4+ T-cell memory subsets
Boolean gating strategy (Figure 1A; Figure S1 in Supplementary have remained unclear. We therefore sought to characterize T-bet
Material). For simplicity, we focused on naïve, central memory, expression in human CD4+ memory T-cell subsets. As with CD8+
effector memory, and effector populations in Figure 1 (refer to T-cells, memory subpopulations were defined using the markers
Figures S1A–D in Supplementary Material for the more detailed CD27, CD45RO, and CCR7 (Figure 2; Figures S1E–H in Supplebreakdown of these populations). Representative gating for T-bet mentary Material). Representative flow plots for effector CD4+
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FIGURE 1 | T-bet and Eomes expression correlates with TEM and
effector CD8+ T-cells. (A) Gating strategy for identifying CD8+ T-cell
subsets. Flow cytometry data shown were gated as follows: singlets,
lymphocytes, Aqua Blue− (live cells), CD14− CD16− CD19− , CD3+ , CD4− ,
CD8+ . Boolean gating of CD27, CCR7, and CD45RO was used to define
CD8+ subsets from eight normal donors. Effector CD8+ T-cells from a
representative donor are shown. (B) The frequency of T-bet+ CD8+ T-cells
within naïve (CCR7+ CD45RO− CD27+ ), TCM (CCR7+ CD45RO+ CD27+ ), TEM
(CCR7− CD45RO+ CD27− ), and effector (CD27− CD45RO− CCR7− ) cells is

T-cells are shown in Figure 2A. Overall, within our cohort, ~25%
of total CD4+ T-cells expressed T-bet (Figure 2B). Few naïve
human CD4+ T-cells were T-bet+ , with a significant majority of
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shown. Each symbol represents an individual donor. (C) Graphical
representation of the mean frequency of T-bethi (gray) and T-betlo (white)
CD8+ T-cells is shown for each memory subset. The box and whisker
graphs display 25–75% (box) and 10–90% (whisker). The line in the box
represents the median value. (D) The frequency of CD8+ T-cells
expressing Eomes is shown for each subset. (E) Median fluorescence
intensity (MFI) is shown for Eomes within each subpopulation.
(F) Co-expression of T-bet and Eomes within each memory subset is
shown. *p < 0.04, **p < 0.004.

T-bet expression found within the non-naïve CD4+ T-cell population (Figure 2B, data not shown). Approximately 20% of TCM
CD4+ T-cells expressed T-bet and that T-bet is almost exclusively
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FIGURE 2 | T-bet and Eomes expression associates with TEM and
effector CD4+ T-cell populations. (A) Gating strategy for identifying
CD4+ T-cell subsets. Flow cytometry data shown were gated as follows:
singlets, lymphocytes, Aqua Blue− (live cells), CD14− CD16− CD19− , CD3+ ,
CD8− , CD4+ . Boolean gating of CD27, CCR7, and CD45RO was used to
define CD4+ subsets from eight normal donors. Effector CD4+ T-cells
from a representative donor are shown. (B) The frequency of T-bet+ CD4+
T-cells within naïve (CCR7+ CD45RO− CD27+ ), TCM (CCR7+ CD45RO
+
CD27+ ), TEM (CCR7− CD45RO+ CD27− ), and effector

T-betlo (Figures 2B,C). Significantly more TEM and effector CD4+
T-cells expressed T-bet compared to TCM , however there was no
difference between TEM and effector CD4+ T-cells. While TEM
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(CD27− CD45RO− CCR7− ) cells is shown. Each symbol represents an
individual donor. (C) Graphical representation of the mean frequency of
T-bethi (gray) and T-betlo (white) CD4+ T-cells is shown for each subset. The
box and whisker graphs display 25–75% (box) and 10–90% (whisker). The
line in the box represents the median value. (D) The frequency of CD4+
T-cells expressing Eomes is shown for each subset. (E) Median
fluorescence intensity (MFI) is shown for Eomes within each
subpopulation. (F) Co-expression of T-bet and Eomes within each
memory subset is shown. *p < 0.04, **p < 0.004.

cells had the highest frequency of T-betlo cells, the frequency of Tbethi CD4+ T-cells increased significantly as cells progress toward
a more effector-like phenotype suggesting that T-bet is likely more
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critical to the functions of CD4+ TEM and effector cells than TCM
function.
Like T-bet, Eomes also plays a role in murine CD4+ T-cell differentiation. Eomes can induce both TH 1 differentiation as well
as expression of IFNγ and perforin in mouse CD4+ T-cells (13,
20, 21, 28). Eomes can also compensate for the loss of T-bet in
CD4+ effector T-cells and drive polyfunctionality in human CD4+
T-cells (29); however, there are few ex vivo studies addressing
Eomes expression in human CD4+ T-cells. In contrast to T-bet,
very few human peripheral blood CD4+ T-cells express Eomes
(Figure 2D). As cells become more effector-like, the frequency of
Eomes+ cells significantly increases however the frequency only
reaches ~25% in effector cells. Compared to naïve cells, we found
a significantly higher Eomes MFI within each Eomes+ memory
CD4+ T-cell subpopulation; however, while there was a trend
toward higher Eomes MFI as cells become more effector-like, these
differences were not significant (Figure 2E).
Because both T-bet and Eomes are known to induce IFNγ
expression and multiple cytolytic functions in CD4+ T-cells (13,
20, 21, 30), we next examined co-expression of these factors within
CD4+ T-cell subsets. We found significant increases in the frequency of all Eomes+ populations regardless of T-bet levels as
cells progress to being more effector-like (Figure 2F). Like CD8+
T-cells, there were very few T-bethi cells that did not express Eomes,
suggesting that high levels of these factors could cooperate to drive
TEM and effector differentiation and function; however, in contrast to murine studies, the majority of resting CD4+ T-cells were
either T-bet− Eomes− or T-betlo Eomes− suggesting that, at least
in the context of resting peripheral blood CD4+ T-cells, T-bet, and
Eomes may not contribute to resting CD4+ T-cell function.

FIGURE 3 | Resting CD4+ Treg cells express low levels of T-bet. (A) Gating
strategy for identifying CD4+ and CD8+ Treg T-cells. Flow cytometry data
shown were gated as follows: singlets, lymphocytes, Aqua Blue− (live cells),
CD14− CD16− CD19− , CD3+ , CD8+ or CD4+ , and CD25+ FoxP3+ . A
representative donor is shown. (B) The frequency of CD8+ and CD4+ Treg
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CD4+ T-REGULATORY CELLS EXPRESS LOW LEVELS OF T-bet

T-regulatory cells function to suppress immune responses from
other cell types to prevent hyperactivity or autoimmune disease.
Treg cells have been reported to upregulate T-bet in vivo during type-1 inflammatory responses (31); however, little is known
about T-bet in circulating human Treg cells. We next characterized T-bet and Eomes expression in resting CD8+ and CD4+ Treg
cells. We identified Treg cells within both CD8+ and CD4+ populations using the markers CD25 and FoxP3 (Figure 3A). Only
a small fraction of CD8+ T-cells were CD25+ Foxp3+ , whereas
CD4+ CD25+ Foxp3+ cells comprise about 1.5% of total PBMCs
(Figure 3B). Within each of these Treg populations, ~8% of cells
expressed T-bet (Figure 3C) and this T-bet was almost exclusively
T-betlo (Figure 3D). Eomes expression was not detected in circulating Treg cells (data not shown). Taken together, these data
indicate that neither T-bet nor Eomes likely contribute to resting
human Treg function.
CD127 EXPRESSION INVERSELY CORRELATES WITH T-bet EXPRESSION
IN CD8+ T-CELLS

We next investigated the relationship between long-term memory
formation and expression of T-bet and Eomes in CD8+ and CD4+
T-cells through examination of IL-7 receptor (CD127) expression.
T-cells are dependent upon IL-7 signaling for survival (32–36).
In mice, naïve T-cells express CD127 and following T-cell receptor stimulation, CD127 is downregulated (32, 33, 37–39). Recent
studies have suggested that the upregulation of T-bet in CD8+
T-cells results in the downregulation of CD127 (14, 23); however, a study in Leishmania-specific CD4+ T-cells suggest that
the expression of T-bet did not inhibit CD127 expression, nor

T-cells is shown. (C) The frequency of T-bet+ CD8+ and CD4+ Treg T-cells is
shown. (D) Graphical representation of the mean frequency of T-bethi (gray)
and T-betlo (white) CD8+ and CD4+ Treg T-cells is shown. The box and whisker
graphs display 25–75% (box) and 10–90% (whisker). The line in the box
represents the median value. *p < 0.04, **p < 0.004.
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did the loss of T-bet result in upregulation of CD127 (40). Based
on these results, we examined the relationship between T-bet and
Eomes expression with CD127 in the context of human CD8+ and
CD4+ T-cells. Correlating with previously published data (41, 42),
CD127 was expressed in upwards of 85% of both CD8+ and CD4+
T-cells and the frequency of cells expressing CD127 decreased as
cells became more effector-like (data not shown). Representative
flow plots displaying the relationship between T-bet or Eomes
and CD127 from one normal donor are shown in Figure 4A. In
CD4+ T-cells, CD127 was expressed regardless of the presence or
absence of T-bet or Eomes (Figure 4B, white bars). In contrast,
as T-bet or Eomes expression increased in memory CD8+ T-cells,
the frequency of CD127+ cells significantly decreased compared
to CD4+ T-cells (Figure 4B, black bars). These results suggest that
T-bet and Eomes may play a different role in controlling CD127
expression in CD8+ T-cells compared to CD4+ T-cells.
T-bet AND EOMES ARE CO-EXPRESSED IN HUMAN γδ T-CELL SUBSETS
AND CD4− CD8− iNKT CELLS

γδ T-cells and invariant natural killer T-cells (iNKT cells) are
innate-like T-cell family members expressing T-cell receptors with
restricted antigen recognition potential compared to classical αβ
T-cells (43, 44). T-bet mRNA and protein, as well as Eomes mRNA,
are detectable in mouse γδ T-cells, where it is suggested that they
cooperate to control IFNγ production (45, 46). In mouse iNKT
cells, T-bet is required for iNKT developmental progression and
the acquisition of effector functions (21, 47). Expression of these
transcription factors has not been comprehensively demonstrated
in human γδ T and iNKT cells; therefore, we sought to characterize
T-bet and Eomes expression in human γδ T and iNKT cells. We
defined γδ T-cells as γδ TCR+ within CD3+ CD4− CD8− PBMCs
(Figure 5A); iNKT cells were identified within CD3+ PBMCs
as TCR Vα24Jα18+ (Figure 5B). We further subdivided iNKT
cells into CD4− CD8− and CD4+ subgroups, the best described

FIGURE 4 | CD127 expression inversely correlates with T-bet
expression in CD8+ T-cells. (A) Gating strategy for identifying CD8+
or CD4+ CD127+ T-cell memory subsets. Flow cytometry data
shown were gated as follows: singlets, lymphocytes, Aqua Blue−
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subpopulations of human iNKT cells (43). While we could detect
CD4− CD8+ iNKT cells, they were infrequent and only detectable
in 4/8 donors (data not shown).
As found in mice (21, 45–47), we observed T-bet expression in both resting γδ T and the major subsets of iNKT cells
(Figure 5C). Approximately 60% of γδ T-cells and 50% of iNKT
cells expressed T-bet, although we found considerable variation
between donors within the iNKT population (Figures 5C,D, white
bars). After subdividing iNKT cells into CD4− CD8− and CD4+
subsets, we found that the frequency of T-bet-expressing cells was
significantly higher in the CD4− CD8− population compared to
the CD4+ subset (Figure 5C). Additionally, significantly more
CD4− CD8− iNKT cells were T-bethi compared to the CD4+
population (Figure 5D, gray bars). These findings indicate that
CD4− CD8− iNKT cells generally express T-bet, while CD4+
iNKT cells express T-bet at lower, more variable levels, suggesting that T-bet plays a particularly important role in the function
of CD4− CD8− iNKT cells.
Eomesodermin was detectable in ~40% of γδ T-cells. In contrast to previous murine studies that were unable to detect Eomes
mRNA (21), we found that ~30% of human iNKT cells expressed
Eomes protein, although there was significant variation between
subjects (Figure 5E). CD4− CD8− iNKT cells account for the
majority of Eomes expression within the total iNKT-cell population, as a significantly higher frequency of CD4− CD8− cells
expressed Eomes compared to CD4+ iNKT cells (Figure 5E).
Despite differences in the frequency of Eomes+ cells between iNKT
subsets, both subgroups expressed similar levels of Eomes on a
per cell basis (Figure 5F). Taken together, these data indicate that
Eomes is differentially expressed in human iNKT cells compared
to murine iNKT cells and suggest a role for Eomes in the context
of human iNKT cells.
In both total γδ T-cells and total iNKT cells, the majority
of Eomes+ cells co-expressed T-bet, whereas Eomes− cells were

(live cells), CD14− CD16− CD19− , CD3+ , CD8+ or CD4+ , CD127+ . A
representative donor is shown. (B) The frequency of CD127+ CD8+
(black), or CD4+ (white) T-cells expressing T-bet or Eomes is shown.
**p < 0.004.
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FIGURE 5 | Co-expression of T-bet and Eomes in γδ T-cells and CD4− CD8−
iNKT cells. (A,B) Gating strategies for identifying (A) γδ T-cells and (B) iNKT
cells. γδ T-cells and iNKT cells were gated as follows: singlets, lymphocytes,
Aqua Blue− (live cells), CD14− CD16− CD19− , CD3+ , γδ TCR+ (γδ T-cells) or
Vα24αJα18+ (iNKT cells). T-bet and Eomes expression within these cells from
a representative donor is shown. (C) The frequency of T-bet expression in total
γδ T-cells and iNKT cells is shown. Each symbol represents an individual

either T-betlo or T-bet− (Figure 5G). Greater than 60% of CD4+
iNKT cells did not express T-bet or Eomes, and the remainder
were T-betlo Eomes− . CD4− CD8− iNKT cells contained substantial T-bethi Eomes+ and T-betlo Eomes+ populations, both of
which occurred at a significantly higher frequency than in CD4+
iNKT cells. These findings indicate that T-bet and Eomes are
highly co-expressed in the CD4− CD8− , but not in CD4+ iNKT
cells, suggesting T-bet and Eomes could cooperatively function in
CD4− CD8− NKT cells.
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donor. (D) Graphical representation of the mean frequency of T-bethi (gray) and
T-betlo (white) expression in these populations is shown. The box and whisker
graphs display 25–75% (box), 10–90% (whisker), and the median value (line).
(E) The frequency of Eomes+ γδ and iNKT cells is shown for each cell subset.
(F) Median fluorescence intensity (MFI) is shown for Eomes+ cells within
each cell subset. (G) The frequency of T-bet and Eomes co-expression within
each cell population is shown. *p < 0.04.

T-bet AND EOMES ARE HIGHLY EXPRESSED IN HUMAN NATURAL
KILLER CELLS

In mice, T-bet and Eomes modulate many NK cell effector functions, including cytotoxicity and cytokine production (21, 48).
Additionally, their expression is crucial for murine NK developmental regulation where they cooperate to influence several
key developmental checkpoints (49). T-bet and Eomes have
been highly studied in mouse models, but there are few studies
investigating the expression patterns of T-bet and Eomes within
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FIGURE 6 | Distinct T-bet and Eomes expression patterns between
CD56bright and CD56dim NK cells. (A) Gating strategy for identifying NK
cell subsets. NK subpopulations were gated as follows: singlets,
lymphocytes, Aqua Blue− (live cells), and CD14− CD19− CD3− . Mature NK
cell populations, CD56bright (CD56hi CD16− ) and CD56dim (CD56lo CD16+ ),
from a representative donor are gated. T-bet and Eomes expression in
CD56bright cells (red) and CD56dim cells (blue) are plotted. (B) The
frequency of T-bet expression in CD56bright and CD56dim NK cells is

human NK cell populations; therefore, we next assessed T-bet
and Eomes in human NK subsets. We identified two mature
NK cell populations within CD14− CD19− CD3− PBMCs based
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shown. Each symbol represents and individual donor. (C) Box and
whisker graphical representation of the frequency of T-bethi (gray) and
T-betlo (white) expression for each NK population is shown. The box and
whisker graphs display 25–75% (box), 10–90% (whisker), and the
median value (line). (D) The frequency of Eomes-expressing NK cells is
shown. (E) Eomes MFI from Eomes+ cells from each NK population is
shown. (F) Frequency of T-bet and Eomes co-expression within each
subset. *p < 0.04.

upon CD56 and CD16 expression (Figure 6A), here referred to as
CD56bright (CD56hi CD16− ) and CD56dim (CD56lo CD16+ ) cells.
We observed a gradient of T-bet expression with the CD56bright
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population (Figure 6A, right panel). While virtually all mature NK
cells expressed T-bet, both the frequency of T-bet+ cells and the
amount of T-bet per cell was significantly greater in the CD56dim
population compared to the CD56bright population (Figures 6B,C,
gray bars). Conversely, the T-betlo population was significantly
larger in CD56bright cells (white bars). Taken together, these data
suggest that there may be an association between T-bet expression levels and functional capacity in NK cells: CD56dim NK cells
highly express T-bet and are highly cytotoxic, while poorly cytotoxic CD56bright NK cells express less T-bet and function mainly
to produce cytokines (50).
While Eomes was expressed in both CD56bright and CD56dim
NK cells, a significantly higher frequency of CD56bright cells were
Eomes+ compared to CD56dim cells (Figure 6D). Additionally,
Eomes+ CD56bright cells expressed significantly more Eomes on a
per cell basis than Eomes+ CD56dim cells (Figure 6E), suggesting
that Eomes is likely crucial for CD56bright function.
We next investigated the co-expression of T-bet and Eomes
within the CD56dim and CD56bright NK populations. The majority
of both NK cell subpopulations were T-bethi Eomes+ (Figure 6F);
however, in the remaining cells we found unique co-expression
patterns of these transcription factors between the NK subsets.
Approximately 15% of CD56bright NK cells were T-betlo Eomes+ ,
and this subpopulation was virtually non-existent in the CD56dim
cells. Conversely, ~35% of CD56dim NK cells were T-bethi Eomes− ,
compared to CD56bright cells which did not have this population.
Taken together, these results suggest that while T-bet and Eomes
likely play complementary or cooperative roles in the majority of
NK cells, there may be distinct subpopulations of NK cells where
T-bet and Eomes differentially regulate NK cell function.
T-bet IS PREDOMINANTLY EXPRESSED IN MATURE HUMAN B-CELL
PLASMABLASTS

Murine studies have revealed that T-bet is expressed in lymphoid
tissue B-cells, where it regulates functional processes such as class
switching (51, 52) and homing (53). A recent study of T-bet in Bcells revealed that T-bet is initially expressed during the primary
immune response and expression is maintained in IgG2a+ memory B-cells, where it is necessary for cell survival and secondary
immune responses (54). Additionally, there is evidence to suggest
that expression of T-bet in B-cells is necessary for clearance of
gHV68, a murine herpes virus (55). While it is appreciated that
T-bet is necessary for appropriate B-cell function and antibody
responses in mice, T-bet expression is not well-characterized in
human B-cells.
To identify B-cell subpopulations, CD19+ PBMCs were phenotyped using several B-cell markers: IgD, CD10, CD38, and
CD27 (Figure S2 in Supplementary Material). Our analysis focused
specifically on transitional/immature B-cells (IgD+ CD10+
CD38+ CD27− ), naïve B-cells (IgD+ CD10− CD38+/− CD27− ),
memory B-cells (IgD− CD10− CD38lo/− ), and plasmablasts
(IgD− CD10− CD38hi CD27+ ). Representative flow plots of T-bet
expression (contour plot) within each subpopulation are shown
in Figure 7A. While Eomes was undetectable in B-cells (data
not shown), we found T-bet in ~15% of B-cells (Figure 7B).
This T-bet expression was largely relegated to memory B-cells
and plasmablasts, with significantly lower amounts observed in
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transitional/immature and naïve B-cells (Figure 7B). Greater
than 40% of plasmablasts expressed T-bet, a significantly higher
frequency than that of all other B-cell populations, suggesting
that T-bet may play a particularly important role in plasmablast
function.
We next compared T-bet expression levels within different
B-cell populations to other known T-bet-expressing cell types.
Plasmablasts expressed the highest amount of T-bet within the
B-cell subsets (Figure 7C, shaded gray), while naïve B-cells displayed the lowest T-bet levels (thick black line). Memory B-cells
(thin black line) generally expressed intermediate levels of T-bet;
however, a small fraction expressed higher T-bet levels compared
to plasmablasts. T-bet expression in T-bet+ B-cells was relatively low compared to other T-bet+ cells, including CD56dim NK
cells (shaded black), representing some of the brightest T-betexpressing cells, and CD56bright NK cells (thin gray line), which
express lower levels of T-bet compared to CD56dim cells. Taken
together, these data suggest a key role for T-bet in plasmablasts and
memory B-cell subsets and further indicate that T-bet is expressed
at a lower level in B-cells compared to other T-bet+ lymphocytes.
HUMAN DENDRITIC CELLS DO NOT EXPRESS DETECTABLE T-bet OR
EOMES

Previous studies have shown that several non-lymphocyte populations, including myeloid dendritic cells (mDCs) and plasmacytoid dendritic cells (pDCs), can express T-bet transcript
following IFNγ stimulation (56–58); however, it is unclear
if human resting cells can also express T-bet. Additionally,
Eomes has not been investigated in the context of these populations in humans. To characterize the expression of T-bet
and Eomes in resting human dendritic cell populations, we
defined mDCs as CD3− CD14− CD19− CD11c+ and pDCs as
CD3− CD14− CD19− CD123+ CD11c− . Neither T-bet nor Eomes
protein was detectable in circulating dendritic cell populations
(data not shown), suggesting that T-bet may be upregulated only
under specific conditions.

DISCUSSION
In recent years, many studies have contributed to defining the
mechanisms of the transcription factors T-bet and/or Eomes in
controlling CD8+ and CD4+ T-cell functions in mice (25, 59–61);
however, studies of T-bet and Eomes in the context of human Tcells, as well as in other cells of the human immune system, have
been relatively limited. In this study, we characterized the resting
expression patterns of the T-box transcription factors T-bet and
Eomes in various resting peripheral blood immune cell populations to provide a basic platform for future studies dissecting their
functions within these cell subsets.
Similar to studies in mouse lymphocyte populations, T-bet
expression increases as peripheral cells become more differentiated (effector CD8+ and CD4+ T-cells, CD4− CD8− iNKT cells,
CD56dim NK cells, and memory and plasmablast B-cells). Overall
the same relationship holds true for Eomes expression in these
populations, with the exception of B-cells, which lack Eomes, and
NK cells where the more differentiated CD56 dim cells contain less
Eomes than their predecessor CD56bright cells. Taken together, our
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FIGURE 7 |T-bet expression in antigen-experienced B-cells. (A) T-bet gating
strategy for B-cell populations is shown. Transitional, naïve, memory B-cells,
and plasmablasts populations are depicted as a contour plot overlaying a
density plot of total B-cells. T-bet+ events are gated from a representative
donor. (B) The frequency of T-bet+ B-cells within B-cell subpopulations is
shown. Each symbol represents an individual subject. Statistical differences

data suggest an essential role for T-bet and Eomes during peripheral terminal and, in some instances, memory cell differentiation.
Additionally, our data would suggest that loss of T-bet or Eomes,
depending on cell context, during activation of a number of different cell types would greatly diminish cell differentiation capacity
and acquisition of terminal effector functions. In HIV, for example, chronic HIV progressors display significantly lower levels of
T-bet and its downstream cytotoxic gene target, perforin, within
effector CD8 T-cells compared to elite controller counterparts (9)
suggesting that if T-bet levels could be increased in these cells,
effector function might be restored.
Because T-bet and Eomes are members of the same family of
transcription factors and because they are both associated with
effector memory differentiation, they have proposed redundant
roles in specific cell types. However, our co-expression analysis
reveal that this may not always be the case, and these factors might
indeed have unique roles in the context of specific human cell
subsets.
Co-expression analysis of T-bet and Eomes indicated that in
both CD8+ and CD4+ T-cells, T-bethi TEM and effector cells are
almost exclusively Eomes+ suggesting these two factors cooperate
in the context of these subsets. While T-bethi populations dominate CD8+ TEM and effector cells, CD4+ T-cells are predominantly
T-betlo/− Eomes− , suggesting that in peripheral blood CD4+ Tcells T-bet and Eomes likely do not significantly cooperate to
modulate CD4+ T-cell function. This observation is in contrast
to what has been shown previously in mouse studies, although
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of interest, as measured using non-parametric Wilcoxon matched, paired
two-tailed t tests, are described in the text. *p < 0.04. (C) Histograms
depicting T-bet expression levels in B-cells and NK cells from a representative
donor. Histograms represent the following subsets: naïve B-cells (thick black
line), memory B-cells (thin black line), plasmablasts (shaded gray), CD56bright
NK cells (gray line), and CD56dim NK cells (shaded black).

the majority of these studies investigated T-bet and Eomes in the
context of splenic CD4+ cells (62–65). As T-bet has been shown
to control trafficking of lymphocytes through the regulation of
chemokine receptor expression (31, 66) it is possible that T-bet+
Eomes+ CD4+ T-cells do not remain in the blood in humans
and possibly even in mice, thus explaining the low frequency of
co-expressing peripheral CD4+ T-cells.
Similar to CD4+ and CD8+ αβ T-cells, we found that T-bet
and Eomes are expressed in a significant subset of the human γδ
T-cell population. Previous studies have also observed T-bet and
Eomes within mouse γδ T-cells and have linked T-bet and Eomes
expression in these cells to IFNγ production (45, 46). Here, we
also show that human γδ T-cells co-express T-bet and Eomes and,
taken together with mouse studies, these findings suggest that Tbet and Eomes likely also contribute toward IFNγ production and
other functions in human cells. Most mouse γδ T-cells constitutively express Eomes and can express T-bet upon stimulation
(45, 46), and while a substantial population of human γδ T-cells
co-express these factors, a considerable proportion (~50%) of γδ
T-cells are T-betlo/− Eomes− . This subset may represent naïve γδ
T-cells, which in mice do not express T-bet protein (45), or also
may include subsets of γδ T-cells that do not produce IFNγ, such
as the IL-17-producing cells in human peripheral blood (67).
Co-expression analysis in NK cell subsets would suggest that as
immature NK cells mature into CD56bright cells, Eomes is upregulated and these cells shift from T-betlo Eomes+ to T-bethi Eomes+
CD56bright NK cells. Following appropriate stimuli, CD56bright
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cells develop into T-bethi Eomes+ CD56dim cells and may gradually lose Eomes expression. Murine studies of transcriptional
control support this NK cell maturation model, as Eomes is necessary for the generation and maintenance of mature NK cells
(49) and T-bet is necessary to attain the most terminal stages
of maturation (21, 49). Alternatively, at least a portion of the
T-bethi Eomes− CD56dim cells may represent developmentally distinct, liver-derived NK cells, which recently have been described
in mice as Eomes-independent (68). This subset has not been
clearly defined in humans; therefore, further studies are necessary
to determine the nature and origin of the T-bet+ Eomes− NK cell
population we have identified in human peripheral blood.
While T-bet and Eomes are best known for their role in cytotoxicity and IFNγ production in T-cells and NK cells, mouse
studies indicate that T-bet is also important for the regulation
of B-cell antibody class switching (51, 52) and maintenance of
IgG2a+ memory B-cells (54). We found that T-bet is not significantly expressed in transitional/immature and naïve B-cells, but is
detectable in a subset of memory B-cells and is highly expressed in
plasmablasts. These data support a model where T-bet likely is not
required during early peripheral B-cell development and is first
expressed during the germinal center reaction, where it regulates
class switching. As class-switched B-cells mature, T-bet likely plays
a role in regulating other key functions of these cells. For example,
T-bet may regulate homing of effector B-cells to sites of inflammation, as CXCR3 expression is controlled by T-bet in mouse B-cells
(53). High frequencies of T-bet expression in plasmablasts indicate
the importance of T-bet in these cells; however, mechanistic studies will be necessary to better understand the functions of T-bet in
post-germinal center B-cells.
In summary, we have described T-bet and Eomes expression in
carefully delineated resting human PBMC subsets and have identified novel cell populations that express T-bet and/or Eomes in
resting states. Taken together, our findings suggest potential novel
functions for T-bet and Eomes in the context of a number of
immune cell subsets and lay the foundation for future mechanistic
work to define their numerous roles in human immune cells.
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Figure S1 | T-bet and Eomes expression in CD8+ and CD4+ T-cell memory
populations. (A–D) T-bet and Eomes expression in CD8+ T-cells. (A) The
frequency of CD8+ T-cell memory populations within total CD8+ T-cells is shown.
Populations were defined as described in the text using the memory markers
CCR7, CD45RO, and CD27. (B) Box and whisker graphs displaying the frequency
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of T-bethi (grey) and T-betlo (white) cells within each CD8+ memory subset. The
box and whisker graphs display 25–75% (box), 10–90% (whisker), and the
median value (line). (C) The frequency of Eomes+ cells within each CD8+
memory subset is shown. (D) Eomes MFI in CD8+ memory subsets is
displayed using box and whisker graphs. (E–H) T-bet and Eomes expression in
CD4+ T-cells. (E) The frequency of CD4+ T-cell memory populations within total
CD4+ T-cells is shown. (B) Box and whisker graphs displaying the frequency of
T-bethi (grey) and T-betlo (white) cells within each CD4+ memory subset. The box
and whisker graphs display 25–75% (box), 10–90% (whisker), and the median
value (line). (C) The frequency of Eomes+ cells within each CD8+ memory
subset is shown. (D) Eomes MFI in CD4+ memory subsets is displayed using
box and whisker graphs. *p < 0.04, ** p < 0.004.
Figure S2 | B-cell subset identification. Our method for identifying B-cell
subpopulations via flow cytometry is depicted. B-cells are selected as CD19+
cells within CD3− CD14− CD16− PBMCs. IgD+ B-cells are separated by CD10
expression into CD10-naïve B-cells (CD19+ IgD+ CD10− CD27− ) and CD10+
transitional/immature B-cells (CD19+ IgD+ CD10+ CD27− ). IgD− B-cells are
separated by CD38 expression into CD38hi plasmablasts
(CD19+ IgD− CD38hi CD27+ ) and CD38lo/− memory B-cells (CD19+ IgD− CD38lo/− ).

REFERENCES
1. Herrmann BG. Action of the Brachyury gene in mouse embryogenesis. Ciba
Found Symp (1992) 165:78–86.
2. Papaioannou VE. T-box family reunion. Trends Genet (1997) 13:212–3. doi:10.
1016/S0168-9525(97)01144-X
3. Smith J. Brachyury and the T-box genes. Curr Opin Genet Dev (1997) 7:474–80.
doi:10.1016/S0959-437X(97)80073-1
4. Szabo SJ, Kim ST, Costa GL, Zhang X, Fathman CG, Glimcher LH. A novel transcription factor, T-bet, directs Th1 lineage commitment. Cell (2000) 100:655–69.
doi:10.1016/S0092-8674(00)80702-3
5. Raby BA, Hwang ES, Van Steen K, Tantisira K, Peng S, Litonjua A, et al. T-bet
polymorphisms are associated with asthma and airway hyperresponsiveness. Am
J Respir Crit Care Med (2006) 173:64–70. doi:10.1164/rccm.200503-505OC
6. Lazarevic V, Chen X, Shim JH, Hwang ES, Jang E, Bolm AN, et al. T-bet represses
T(H)17 differentiation by preventing Runx1-mediated activation of the gene
encoding RORgammat. Nat Immunol (2011) 12:96–104. doi:10.1038/ni.1969
7. Villarino AV, Gallo E, Abbas AK. STAT1-activating cytokines limit Th17
responses through both T-bet-dependent and -independent mechanisms. J
Immunol (2010) 185:6461–71. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.1001343
8. Lazarevic V, Glimcher LH. T-bet in disease. Nat Immunol (2011) 12:597–606.
doi:10.1038/ni.2059
9. Hersperger AR, Pereyra F, Nason M, Demers K, Sheth P, Shin LY, et al. Perforin
expression directly ex vivo by HIV-specific CD8 T-cells is a correlate of HIV elite
control. PLoS Pathog (2010) 6:e1000917. doi:10.1371/journal.ppat.1000917
10. McLane LM, Banerjee PP, Cosma GL, Makedonas G, Wherry EJ, Orange JS, et al.
Differential localization of T-bet and Eomes in CD8 T cell memory populations.
J Immunol (2013) 190:3207–15. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.1201556
11. Cruz-Guilloty F, Pipkin ME, Djuretic IM, Levanon D, Lotem J, Lichtenheld MG,
et al. Runx3 and T-box proteins cooperate to establish the transcriptional program of effector CTLs. J Exp Med (2009) 206:51–9. doi:10.1084/jem.20081242
12. Takemoto N, Intlekofer AM, Northrup JT, Wherry EJ, Reiner SL. Cutting
edge: IL-12 inversely regulates T-bet and Eomesodermin expression during
pathogen-induced CD8+ T cell differentiation. J Immunol (2006) 177:7515–9.
doi:10.4049/jimmunol.177.11.7515
13. Intlekofer AM, Takemoto N, Wherry EJ, Longworth SA, Northrup JT, Palanivel
VR, et al. Effector and memory CD8+ T cell fate coupled by T-bet and Eomesodermin. Nat Immunol (2005) 6:1236–44. doi:10.1038/ni1268
14. Intlekofer AM, Takemoto N, Kao C, Banerjee A, Schambach F, Northrop JK,
et al. Requirement for T-bet in the aberrant differentiation of unhelped memory
CD8+ T cells. J Exp Med (2007) 204:2015–21. doi:10.1084/jem.20070841
15. Pipkin ME, Sacks JA, Cruz-Guilloty F, Lichtenheld MG, Bevan MJ, Rao A.
Interleukin-2 and inflammation induce distinct transcriptional programs that
promote the differentiation of effector cytolytic T cells. Immunity (2010)
32:79–90. doi:10.1016/j.immuni.2009.11.012
16. Banerjee A, Gordon SM, Intlekofer AM, Paley MA, Mooney EC, Lindsten T, et al.
Cutting edge: the transcription factor Eomesodermin enables CD8+ T cells to
compete for the memory cell niche. J Immunol (2010) 185:4988–92.

May 2014 | Volume 5 | Article 217 | 11

Knox et al.

17. Joshi NS, Cui W, Dominguez CX, Chen JH, Hand TW, Kaech SM. Increased
numbers of preexisting memory CD8 T cells and decreased T-bet expression
can restrain terminal differentiation of secondary effector and memory CD8 T
cells. J Immunol (2011) 187:4068–76. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.1002145
18. Ryan K, Garrett N, Mitchell A, Gurdon JB. Eomesodermin, a key early gene
in Xenopus mesoderm differentiation. Cell (1996) 87:989–1000. doi:10.1016/
S0092-8674(00)81794-8
19. Russ AP, Wattler S, Colledge WH, Aparicio SA, Carlton MB, Pearce JJ, et al.
Eomesodermin is required for mouse trophoblast development and mesoderm
formation. Nature (2000) 404:95–9. doi:10.1038/35003601
20. Pearce EL, Mullen AC, Martins GA, Krawczyk CM, Hutchins AS, Zediak VP, et al.
Control of effector CD8+ T cell function by the transcription factor Eomesodermin. Science (2003) 302:1041–3. doi:10.1126/science.1090148
21. Townsend MJ, Weinmann AS, Matsuda JL, Salomon R, Farnham PJ, Biron CA,
et al. T-bet regulates the terminal maturation and homeostasis of NK and Valpha14i NKT cells. Immunity (2004) 20:477–94. doi:10.1016/S1074-7613(04)
00076-7
22. Kaech SM, Wherry EJ, Ahmed R. Effector and memory T-cell differentiation: implications for vaccine development. Nat Rev Immunol (2002) 2:251–62.
doi:10.1038/nri778
23. Joshi NS, Cui W, Chandele A, Lee HK, Urso DR, Hagman J, et al. Inflammation
directs memory precursor and short-lived effector CD8(+) T cell fates via the
graded expression of T-bet transcription factor. Immunity (2007) 27:281–95.
doi:10.1016/j.immuni.2007.07.010
24. Szabo SJ, Sullivan BM, Stemmann C, Satoskar AR, Sleckman BP, Glimcher LH.
Distinct effects of T-bet in TH1 lineage commitment and IFN-gamma production in CD4 and CD8 T cells. Science (2002) 295:338–42. doi:10.1126/science.
1065543
25. Glimcher LH, Townsend MJ, Sullivan BM, Lord GM. Recent developments in
the transcriptional regulation of cytolytic effector cells. Nat Rev Immunol (2004)
4:900–11. doi:10.1038/nri1490
26. Hersperger AR, Martin JN, Shin LY, Sheth PM, Kovacs CM, Cosma GL,
et al. Increased HIV-specific CD8+ T-cell cytotoxic potential in HIV elite
controllers is associated with T-bet expression. Blood (2011) 117:3799–808.
doi:10.1182/blood-2010-12-322727
27. Szabo SJ, Sullivan BM, Peng SL, Glimcher LH. Molecular mechanisms regulating Th1 immune responses. Annu Rev Immunol (2003) 21:713–58. doi:10.1146/
annurev.immunol.21.120601.140942
28. Eshima K, Chiba S, Suzuki H, Kokubo K, Kobayashi H, Iizuka M, et al. Ectopic
expression of a T-box transcription factor, Eomesodermin, renders CD4(+) Th
cells cytotoxic by activating both perforin- and FasL-pathways. Immunol Lett
(2012) 144:7–15. doi:10.1016/j.imlet.2012.02.013
29. Narayanan S, Silva R, Peruzzi G, Alvarez Y, Simhadri VR, Debell K, et al.
Human Th1 cells that express CD300a are polyfunctional and after stimulation
up-regulate the T-box transcription factor Eomesodermin. PLoS One (2010)
5:e10636. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0010636
30. Usui T, Preiss JC, Kanno Y, Yao ZJ, Bream JH, O’Shea JJ, et al. T-bet regulates Th1 responses through essential effects on GATA-3 function rather than
on IFNG gene acetylation and transcription. J Exp Med (2006) 203:755–66.
doi:10.1084/jem.20052165
31. Koch MA, Tucker-Heard G, Perdue NR, Killebrew JR, Urdahl KB, Campbell DJ. The transcription factor T-bet controls regulatory T cell homeostasis
and function during type 1 inflammation. Nat Immunol (2009) 10:595–602.
doi:10.1038/ni.1731
32. Lefrancois L, Altman JD, Williams K, Olson S. Soluble antigen and CD40 triggering are sufficient to induce primary and memory cytotoxic T cells. J Immunol
(2000) 164:725–32. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.164.2.725
33. Li J, Huston G, Swain SL. IL-7 promotes the transition of CD4 effectors to persistent memory cells. J Exp Med (2003) 198:1807–15. doi:10.1084/jem.20030725
34. Kondrack RM, Harbertson J, Tan JT, McBreen ME, Surh CD, Bradley LM. Interleukin 7 regulates the survival and generation of memory CD4 cells. J Exp Med
(2003) 198:1797–806. doi:10.1084/jem.20030735
35. Akashi K, Kondo M, von Freeden-Jeffry U, Murray R, Weissman IL. Bcl-2
rescues T lymphopoiesis in interleukin-7 receptor-deficient mice. Cell (1997)
89:1033–41. doi:10.1016/S0092-8674(00)80291-3
36. Wofford JA, Wieman HL, Jacobs SR, Zhao Y, Rathmell JC. IL-7 promotes Glut1
trafficking and glucose uptake via STAT5-mediated activation of Akt to support
T-cell survival. Blood (2008) 111:2101–11. doi:10.1182/blood-2007-06-096297

Frontiers in Immunology | T Cell Biology

T-bet and Eomes in the human immune system

37. Kaech SM, Tan JT, Wherry EJ, Konieczny BT, Surh CD, Ahmed R. Selective expression of the interleukin 7 receptor identifies effector CD8 T cells
that give rise to long-lived memory cells. Nat Immunol (2003) 4:1191–8.
doi:10.1038/ni1009
38. Bachmann MF, Wolint P, Schwarz K, Jager P, Oxenius A. Functional properties and lineage relationship of CD8+ T cell subsets identified by expression of IL-7 receptor alpha and CD62L. J Immunol (2005) 175:4686–96.
doi:10.4049/jimmunol.175.7.4686
39. Huster KM, Busch V, Schiemann M, Linkemann K, Kerksiek KM, Wagner H,
et al. Selective expression of IL-7 receptor on memory T cells identifies early
CD40L-dependent generation of distinct CD8+ memory T cell subsets. Proc
Natl Acad Sci U S A (2004) 101:5610–5. doi:10.1073/pnas.0308054101
40. Colpitts SL, Dalton NM, Scott P. IL-7 receptor expression provides the potential for long-term survival of both CD62Lhigh central memory T cells and Th1
effector cells during Leishmania major infection. J Immunol (2009) 182:5702–11.
doi:10.4049/jimmunol.0803450
41. Paiardini M, Cervasi B, Albrecht H, Muthukumar A, Dunham R, Gordon S, et al.
Loss of CD127 expression defines an expansion of effector CD8+ T cells in HIVinfected individuals. J Immunol (2005) 174:2900–9. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.174.
5.2900
42. Engram JC, Dunham RM, Makedonas G, Vanderford TH, Sumpter B, Klatt
NR, et al. Vaccine-induced, simian immunodeficiency virus-specific CD8+ T
cells reduce virus replication but do not protect from simian immunodeficiency
virus disease progression. J Immunol (2009) 183:706–17. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.
0803746
43. Berzins SP, Smyth MJ, Baxter AG. Presumed guilty: natural killer T cell defects
and human disease. Nat Rev Immunol (2011) 11:131–42. doi:10.1038/nri2904
44. Bonneville M, O’Brien RL, Born WK. Gammadelta T cell effector functions: a
blend of innate programming and acquired plasticity. Nat Rev Immunol (2010)
10:467–78. doi:10.1038/nri2781
45. Yin Z, Chen C, Szabo SJ, Glimcher LH, Ray A, Craft J. T-Bet expression and
failure of GATA-3 cross-regulation lead to default production of IFN-gamma
by gammadelta T cells. J Immunol (2002) 168:1566–71. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.
168.4.1566
46. Chen L, He W, Kim ST, Tao J, Gao Y, Chi H, et al. Epigenetic and transcriptional programs lead to default IFN-gamma production by gammadelta T cells.
J Immunol (2007) 178:2730–6. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.178.8.5401-a
47. Matsuda JL, Zhang Q, Ndonye R, Richardson SK, Howell AR, Gapin L. Tbet concomitantly controls migration, survival, and effector functions during the development of Valpha14i NKT cells. Blood (2006) 107:2797–805.
doi:10.1182/blood-2005-08-3103
48. Werneck MB, Lugo-Villarino G, Hwang ES, Cantor H, Glimcher LH. T-bet plays
a key role in NK-mediated control of melanoma metastatic disease. J Immunol
(2008) 180:8004–10. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.180.12.8004
49. Gordon SM, Chaix J, Rupp LJ, Wu J, Madera S, Sun JC, et al. The transcription
factors T-bet and Eomes control key checkpoints of natural killer cell maturation. Immunity (2012) 36:55–67. doi:10.1016/j.immuni.2011.11.016
50. Yu J, Freud AG, Caligiuri MA. Location and cellular stages of natural killer cell
development. Trends Immunol (2013) 34:573–82. doi:10.1016/j.it.2013.07.005
51. Peng SL, Szabo SJ, Glimcher LH. T-bet regulates IgG class switching and pathogenic autoantibody production. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A (2002) 99:5545–50.
doi:10.1073/pnas.082114899
52. Melanitou E, Liu E, Miao D, Yu L, Glimcher LH, Eisenbarth G. Absence of the Tbet gene coding for the Th1-related transcription factor does not affect diabetesassociated phenotypes in Balb/c mice. Ann N Y Acad Sci (2003) 1005:187–91.
doi:10.1196/annals.1288.024
53. Serre K, Cunningham AF, Coughlan RE, Lino AC, Rot A, Hub E, et al. CD8 T
cells induce T-bet-dependent migration toward CXCR3 ligands by differentiated B cells produced during responses to alum-protein vaccines. Blood (2012)
120:4552–9. doi:10.1182/blood-2012-03-417733
54. Wang NS, McHeyzer-Williams LJ, Okitsu SL, Burris TP, Reiner SL, McHeyzerWilliams MG. Divergent transcriptional programming of class-specific B cell
memory by T-bet and RORalpha. Nat Immunol (2012) 13:604–11. doi:10.1038/
ni.2294
55. Rubtsova K, Rubtsov AV, van Dyk LF, Kappler JW, Marrack P. T-box transcription factor T-bet, a key player in a unique type of B-cell activation essential
for effective viral clearance. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A (2013) 110:E3216–24.
doi:10.1073/pnas.1312348110

May 2014 | Volume 5 | Article 217 | 12

Knox et al.

56. Lighvani AA, Frucht DM, Jankovic D, Yamane H, Aliberti J, Hissong BD, et al.
T-bet is rapidly induced by interferon-gamma in lymphoid and myeloid cells.
Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A (2001) 98:15137–42. doi:10.1073/pnas.261570598
57. Lugo-Villarino G, Maldonado-Lopez R, Possemato R, Penaranda C, Glimcher
LH. T-bet is required for optimal production of IFN-gamma and antigenspecific T cell activation by dendritic cells. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A (2003)
100:7749–54. doi:10.1073/pnas.1332767100
58. Lugo-Villarino G, Ito S, Klinman DM, Glimcher LH. The adjuvant activity of
CpG DNA requires T-bet expression in dendritic cells. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A
(2005) 102:13248–53. doi:10.1073/pnas.0506638102
59. Rutishauser RL, Kaech SM. Generating diversity: transcriptional regulation
of effector and memory CD8 T-cell differentiation. Immunol Rev (2010)
235:219–33. doi:10.1111/j.0105-2896.2010.00901.x
60. Pipkin ME, Rao A, Lichtenheld MG. The transcriptional control of the perforin
locus. Immunol Rev (2010) 235:55–72. doi:10.1111/j.0105-2896.2010.00905.x
61. Kallies A. Distinct regulation of effector and memory T-cell differentiation.
Immunol Cell Biol (2008) 86:325–32. doi:10.1038/icb.2008.16
62. Curran MA, Geiger TL, Montalvo W, Kim M, Reiner SL, Al-Shamkhani
A, et al. Systemic 4-1BB activation induces a novel T cell phenotype driven by high expression of Eomesodermin. J Exp Med (2013) 210:743–55.
doi:10.1084/jem.20121190
63. Tofukuji S, Kuwahara M, Suzuki J, Ohara O, Nakayama T, Yamashita M. Identification of a new pathway for Th1 cell development induced by cooperative stimulation with IL-4 and TGF-beta. J Immunol (2012) 188:4846–57.
doi:10.4049/jimmunol.1103799
64. Hirschhorn-Cymerman D, Budhu S, Kitano S, Liu C, Zhao F, Zhong H, et al.
Induction of tumoricidal function in CD4+ T cells is associated with concomitant memory and terminally differentiated phenotype. J Exp Med (2012)
209:2113–26. doi:10.1084/jem.20120532
65. Qui HZ, Hagymasi AT, Bandyopadhyay S, St Rose MC, Ramanarasimhaiah R,
Menoret A, et al. CD134 plus CD137 dual costimulation induces Eomesodermin

www.frontiersin.org

T-bet and Eomes in the human immune system

in CD4 T cells to program cytotoxic Th1 differentiation. J Immunol (2011)
187:3555–64. doi:10.4049/jimmunol.1101244
66. Lord GM, Rao RM, Choe H, Sullivan BM, Lichtman AH, Luscinskas FW, et al.
T-bet is required for optimal proinflammatory CD4+ T-cell trafficking. Blood
(2005) 106:3432–9. doi:10.1182/blood-2005-04-1393
67. Caccamo N, La Mendola C, Orlando V, Meraviglia S, Todaro M, Stassi G, et al.
Differentiation, phenotype, and function of interleukin-17-producing human
Vgamma9Vdelta2 T cells. Blood (2011) 118:129–38. doi:10.1182/blood-201101-331298
68. Daussy C, Faure F, Mayol K, Viel S, Gasteiger G, Charrier E, et al. T-bet
and Eomes instruct the development of two distinct natural killer cell lineages in the liver and in the bone marrow. J Exp Med (2014) 211:563–77.
doi:10.1084/jem.20131560
Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was conducted
in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed
as a potential conflict of interest.
Received: 18 March 2014; accepted: 29 April 2014; published online: 14 May 2014.
Citation: Knox JJ, Cosma GL, Betts MR and McLane LM (2014) Characterization
of T-bet and Eomes in peripheral human immune cells. Front. Immunol. 5:217. doi:
10.3389/fimmu.2014.00217
This article was submitted to T Cell Biology, a section of the journal Frontiers in
Immunology.
Copyright © 2014 Knox, Cosma, Betts and McLane. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The
use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original
author(s) or licensor are credited and that the original publication in this journal is cited,
in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribution or reproduction is
permitted which does not comply with these terms.

May 2014 | Volume 5 | Article 217 | 13

